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SUBJECT: INCIDENT INVOLVING AMERICAN JOURNALIST 
REE: CANBERRA A-75, MAY 14, 1974 

1 . REFAIR REPORTED VISIT OE AMERICAN JOURNALIST GEORGE 
WELLER TO CANBERRA. (WELLER WHO WAS ASSAULTED IN DECEMBER 
1973 IN BUKA, PAPUA NEW GUINEA, WHILE DOING RESEARCH ON 
COAST WATCHERS, EEELS THAT NOT ENOUGH WAS DONE BY 
AUSTRALIAN AUTHORITIES OR AMERICAN EMBASSY.) REFAIR RE- 
PORTS THAT NICHOLSON OF DFA STATED HE WOULD GET A REPORT 
FROM APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES IN PNG ON WHY THEY HAD NOT 
FOLLOWED UP ADDITIONAL CHARGES WELLER MADE. REFAIR ALSO 
REPORTED THAT EMBASSY WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH DFA AND HAD 
AGREED TO FORWARD NICHOLSON’S REPORT TO WELLER WHEN 
RECEIVED. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS NOW RECEIVED INQUIRY FROM US NEWSPAPER 
EDITOR BASED ON REPORT OF THIS INCIDENT IN THE BULLETIN OE 
THE OVERSEAS PRESS CLUB OE AMERICA. IN ORDER TO REPLY 
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FULLY, DEPARTMENT NEEDS TO KNOW IF NICHOLSON RECEIVED RE- 
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PORT AND IF EMBASSY FORWARDED IT TO WELLER. ANY ADDI- 
TIONAL INFORMATION ON ACTIONS TAKEN BY GOA OR EMBASSY 
WOULD BE USEFUL. INGERSOLL 
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